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BILL PEZZA

ANNA’S
BOYS

BILL PEZZA

Foreword by Captain
David A. Christian, U.S.A.

Recipient of the
Distinguished Service Cross

FASTEST SELLING NOVELs
in SOutheaster PA

URNINPANSY 1221 Pond Street
Bristol, PA

One of the

Finally, there is an instructional tool written
by a classroom teacher, that will captivate
your students, enrich your curriculum, and
“put a face” on the history of the second
half of the twentieth century.

Follow a group of teenage boys from the six-
ties generation as they fight one war in Viet-
nam in their youth and, in later years,
watch another develop in the Middle East.
From the election of John Kennedy to the 9-
11 attack on the World Trade Center,
Anna’s Boys is an unforgettable story that

will captivate your students long after the
last page is read.



Read what educators are saying about Anna’s Boys.

“I have never had students react more favorably or bond more emotionally to a novel.
They devoured the story and its historical setting. Anna’s Boys is a must read for the
high school social studies/ English classroom.”

Dr. John Roche

English Department
Nazareth Academy
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

...a must read for young people...

“This is a must read for young people, for it realistically portrays what played out in
thousands of families and communities during the sixties and early seventies. Although
the Vietnam War is a central theme, Anna’s Boys contains much more. It is a story of
unconditional love and friendships, of families, of commitments, of patriotism, of
strength of character, and of passion. It is a story you cannot read without being
touched at your very soul, because it is a story that is told with the heart.”

Dr. David Archibald

Lower Moreland Township School District
Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania

Former Superintendent of Schools

1 highly recommend it for high school students

Anna’s Boys superbly displays the effects of war on ALL of
the population. I highly recommend it for high school students.

Tony Chapman

History Department

Holy Ghost Preparatory School
Cornwells Heights, Pennsylvania

BILL PEZZA

Pezza’s writing is that of a great story-telling teacher.

“Anna’s Boys is a great way for high school students to explore the changing kaleidoscope of
beliefs and emotions that were reflected in the coming of age of young people during the Viet-
nam era. Students today are given a unique opportunity to understand and relate to the loyal-
ties, conflicts, and growth experienced by the “home town” characters as they move from the
idealism, patriotism, conflict and tensions of the 1960s to their adulthood in the post-9-11
world. Pezza’s writing is that of a great story-telling teacher.”

Dr. Vincent Profy
Education Department
Holy Family University

...honest... humorous...poignant...boys become men...

Anna’s Boys is an honest, often humorous, and always poignant tale that reflects the per-
sonal joys, disappointments, and heartbreak of friends as they leave the peaceful world of
high school to face the tumultuous and often painful ‘60s. These boys become men and fol-
low their destinies.

Angela Zenzel
English Teacher
Bristol High School
Bristol, Pennsylvania

A must read...even more relevant for high school age readers.

The story is extremely relevant to any reader who enjoys the camaraderie that develops be-
tween friends and the unifying or divisive effect that world events can have on these friend-
ships. The book is a must read for boomers, but I think it is even more relevant for high
school-aged readers. I loved how Pezza traces the lives of these boys from high school to Viet-
nam and all the way up to the present day.

Frank Sciolla
English Department
Pennsbury High School

Not one we should pass on as educators

Anna’s Boys strikes so many chords... A great job of researching and writing.... This is not

one we should pass on as educators. . .
Rich Papirio
Social Studies Department
Conwell Egan Catholic High School

Fairless Hills, Pennsylvania

A Natural Storyteller

"Anna’s Boys is a well told tale, full of multi-dimensional characters, with a great sense of
place and time and a ton of heart. I enjoyed the heck out of it and was moved to tears more
than a couple of times. Bill Pezza is obviously a natural storyteller.

Joe Batteer

Screenwriter

Wind Talkers, starring Nicholas Cage

Blown Away, staring Tommy Lee Jones and Jeff Bridges

An Excellent Supplemental Resource

(13

‘Anna’s Boys provides a heartwarming look at small town life in middle America. This
reflective story spans the volatile time between the assassination of J.F.K. and the tragedy of
9-11.”
Dr. Sharon Kline
Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction
Bensalem Township School District

An appropriate book for today’s high school students taking
a variety of social studies and popular culture electives.

Anna’s Boys is not just for those of us who grew up in the 1960’s and 1970’s. It is an appro-
priate book for today’s high school students taking a variety of social studies and popular
culture electives. Bill Pezza’s statement regarding the plight of our veterans is especially
poignant in light of today’s events.

Bert Barbetta
English Department
Bensalem High School
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